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Preview in Shanghai ’04

Amid the emergence of Northeast Asia on
the main stage of the world economy,
Korea's textile cooperation with China
holds significance for the two countries as
well as the region. Preview in Shanghai,
which was launched last year, is one of the
channels to expand this cooperation. 
On the occasion of this year's event, which
is to be held Apr. 22-24, Business Times
had an exclusive interview with the
architect of Preview in Shanghai, Ahn
Young-Kie, COO & Vice Chairman of the
Korea Federation of Textile Industries.

Q: Please give us your view on the
results of last year’s Preview in
Shanghai textile exhibition.

A: Last year’s Preview in Shanghai was
the first large-scale textile and apparel
exhibition that Korea has held overseas.
We chose China as the first site for such an
event because of the cornerstone it would
provide for the huge Chinese market and
because it presented a good opportunity to
expand textile cooperation with China.
Coupled with cultural programs, the
exhibition helped to build Korea’s image
in China while producing tangible
economic benefits at the same time.
It is noteworthy that we decided to go
ahead with Preview in China despite the
specter of SARS. This showed our
confidence in China. In spite of SARS, the
result of the exhibition was important as it
was the first and largest such event in
Asia.

Q: What will be different when you
hold Preview in Shanghai this year?

A: This year we will focus on practical
business linkages as opposed to last year
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when we were more oriented on product
display. During Preview in Shanghai
2004, we will pursue more direct contact
with dealers and prospective buyers, as
Shanghai is known as the import gateway
to China. 
The 2004 exhibition will be held on the
seventh floor of Shanghai Mart where
more than 300 Chinese and foreign
textile-oriented enterprises have offices. 
Last year, Preview in Shanghai filled 300
booths. This year that number will be
increased 1.5 times to more than 400.
This will allow us to exhibit a greater
variety of products, textiles, accessories,
fashion items, etc.

Q: What is the scale of business that
you expect from this year’s exhibition?

A: In 2003, we had 10,350 visitors and
business discussions involving some
US$750 mill ion that led to US$235
million in actual contracts. This year, we
expect to attract more than 50,000 visitors
and 10,000 buyers, resulting in about
US$1 billion in contracts.
In particular, the Preview in Shanghai this

year will feature more apparel brands,
providing new opportunities for Korean
manufacturers.

Q: What are the complementarities
among Preview in Seoul, Preview in
Daegu and Preview in Shanghai and
the related strategies in organizing
these exhibitions?

A: Preview in Seoul is designed
primarily as a materials specialized event
to stimulate sourcing for Korean textile
producers. As Daegu is an Asian hub for
chemical fibers, Preview in Daegu
focuses on this sector. Preview in
Shanghai is organized to be a broader
exhibition that takes advantage of the
synergy effects generated from featuring
several key textile sectors.

Q: Does Preview in Shanghai attract
foreign buyers other than for the
Chinese market?

A: As you may know, Shanghai is home
to about 20,000 textile buying offices.
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TTiittllee Preview in SHANGHAI(Korea Textile & Apparel Show) 
VVeennuuee Shanghai Mart 
PPeerriioodd 22(Thu)~24(Sat) April, 2004 (2005 Spring/Summer)

Opening : 9:30, Closing : 17:00  
SSccaallee 250 Exhibitors/500 Booths  
BBuuyyeerrss Approx. 50,000 Buyers  
PPrrooggrraammss Exhibition/Fashion Shows/Cultural Events  
OOrrggaanniizzeerr Korea Federation of Textile Industries (KOFOTI)  
SSppoonnssoorrss Korean Ministry of Commerce, Industry & Energy(MOCIE),

Korea Trade-Investment Promotion Agency (KOTRA),
Korea National Tourism Organization(KNTO), SBS, Shanghai TV,
SHANGHAI mart 

Show Outline
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HHaallll  11 Apparel
((11sstt  FFlloooorr))  Women's wear, Men's wear, Unisex casual,

Sports/Hip-hop Casual,
Kids wear, Inner wear, Wedding, New Designer 

BBrraannddss Trimmings & Accessories
Trimmings, Accessories, Embroidery, Neck-tie,
Hat, etc. 

HHaallll  22 Yarn, Fabrics
((44tthh  FFlloooorr)) Natural & Synthetic

Home Textile

ETC.
Trend Forum, Fashion Trend Consulting, IT, etc.

Most of these buyers will visit Preview in
Shanghai and at least 10% are expected to
be foreign buyers.

Q: Please evaluate for us the prospects
for textile cooperation between Korea
and China.

A: To develop mutually-beneficial textile
cooperation between Korea and China, we
have two major chinese counterparts--
CNTIC (China Chamber of Commerce for
Import & Export of Textiles) & CCCT
(China National Textile Industry Council).
Teaming up with CCCT, the 8th Korea-
China Textile Industry Annual Meeting
was held in Seoul on March 2 and China
will host the 9th annual meeting next year.
CNTIC is also our counterpart in the
Korea-China-Japan business forum, which
pursues tri lateral cooperation in
exhibitions, statistics and
textile trade by sector.

Q: What is the
direction of textile
cooperation in the
region to produce a
win-win result?

A: The Chinese
government has made
good progress in its
textile policy initiatives.

But it still needs assistance from Korea
and Japan in terms of technology and
production facilities.
Despite our significant textile investment
in China, foreign investment there still
faces market entry barriers. It is important
for China to open its market further in
order to attract more direct investment
from Korea.
In addition, it is desirable that the two
countries avoid excessive investment in
the same sectors. We need more
cooperation based on exchanges of
information and technology to prevent the
negative side effects of oversupply.
By the end of this year, China will end its
textile quotas and become an open market
for the world. But it needs to accelerate the
move for a division of labor in terms of
production to increase opportunities for
Korea in China in a complementary
system. 

We need to pursue closer cooperation
between the two countries under the free
market principle.

Q:  What is the status of a Korea-
China-Japan textile exhibition
program?

A: The issue of a joint textile exhibition
by the three countries was raised at the 2nd
Korea-China-Japan Business Forum in
November last year and in principle the
three agreed on the merits of such a
program. Now, we need to work out the
details.
First, we will undertake a feasibility study
that will include a survey of opinions and
viewpoints on the idea. Further discussion
of a joint exhibition will occur in October
this year.

Floor Plan

Fashion & Apparels Production

‘03 ‘07 ‘12 Year

7%

15%

24%

35%

50%
50

40

30

20

10

0

Fashion & aparrels
share of Korea’s total

textile production

Industrial testiles’
share of Korea’s total
textile production

30%


